
BIRDS OF THE NSW
FAR SOUTH COAST

Covering birds of the Bega Valley Shire and surrounds

Guides:
• Field Guide to the Birds of Australia (Pizzey & Knight) 

• Field Guide to Australian Birds (Morcombe)
• Field Guide to Birds of Australia (Simpson and Day)

• The Slater Field Guide to Australian Birds (Slater)

	 Compiled by the:
	 FAR SOUTH COAST
	 BIRDWATCHERS
	 PO Box 180, Pambula, NSW. 2549

About this Checklist:

For ease of use birds are listed in 3 
sections:
•	 open grasslands, gardens
	 bushland, forests and heath;
•	 beaches, lakes, rivers, dams and
	 swamps;
•	 ocean and sea birds.

In each section the bird species are 
listed in taxonomic order of
Christidis and Boles (RAOU 1994).

Key:
C	 =	 common
U	 =	 uncommon
R	 =	 rare
M	 =	 migratory
N	 =	 nomadic
S	 =	 sedentary
✽	 =	 listed Schedule 1 or 2 in
	 	 the NSW Threatened
	 	 Species Act

BEACHES, LAKES, RIVERS, DAMS, SWAMPS
	  (Tick, Date, no’s etc.)

Magpie Goose	 R	 N
Musk Duck	 U	 S
Black Swan	 C	 S
Australian Shelduck	 U	 S
Australian Wood Duck	 C	 S
Mallard	 U	 S
Pacific Black Duck	 C	 S
Australasian Shoveler	 U	 N
Grey Teal	 C	 S
Chestnut Teal	 C	 S
Pink-eared Duck	 R	 N
Hardhead	 U	 M
Australasian Grebe	 C	 S
Hoary-headed Grebe	 U	 M
Darter	 U	 S
Little Pied Cormorant	 C	 S
Black-faced Cormorant	 R	 S
Pied Cormorant	 U 	 S
Little Black Cormorant	 C	 S
Great Cormorant	 C	 S
Australian Pelican	 C	 M
White-faced Heron	 C	 S
Little Egret	 U	 N
Eastern Reef Egret	 R	 S
White-necked Heron	 R	 N
Great Egret	 C	 N
Intermediate Egret	 U	 N
Cattle Egret	 C	 M
Striated Heron	 R	 S
Nankeen Night Heron	 U	 S
Little Bittern	 R	 S
Black Bittern *2	 R	 S
Australasian Bittern *2	 R	 N
Glossy Ibis	 R	 N
Australian White Ibis	 C	 N
Straw-necked Ibis	 C	 N
Royal Spoonbill	 U	 N
Yellow-billed Spoonbill	 U	 N
Osprey *2	 U	 S
White-bellied Sea Eagle	 C	 S
Swamp Harrier	 U	 S
Buff-banded Rail	 R	 N
Lewin’s Rail	 R	 N
Baillon’s Crake	 R	 N
Australian Spotted Crake	 R	 N
Spotless Crake	 R	 N
Purple Swamphen	 C	 S
Dusky Moorhen	 C	 S
Eurasian Coot	 C	 S
Latham’s Snipe	 R	 M
Black-tailed Godwit *2	 R	 M
Bar-tailed Godwit	 C	 M
Whimbrel	 U	 M
Eastern Curlew	 C	 M
Marsh Sandpiper	 R	 M
Common Greenshank	 R	 M
Wood Sandpiper	 R	 M
Common Sandpiper	 R	 M
Grey-tailed Tattler	 U	 M
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BEACHES, LAKES, RIVERS, DAMS, SWAMPS
(continued)	 (Tick, Date, no’s etc.)

Ruddy Turnstone	 R	 M
Great Knot	 R	 M
Red Knot	 U	 M
Sanderling *2	 R	 M
Red-necked Stint	 U	 M
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper	 R	 M
Curlew Sandpiper	 R	 M
Beach Stone-curlew	 R	 N
Pied Oystercatcher *2	 C	 S
Sooty Oystercatcher *2	 U	 S
Black-winged Stilt	 U	 N
Banded Stilt	 R	 N
Pacific Golden Plover	 R	 M
Grey Plover	 R	 M
Red-capped Plover	 U	 S
Double-banded Plover	 R	 M
Black-fronted Dotterel	 U	 S
Hooded Plover *1	 U	 S
Red-kneed Dotterel	 R	 M
Masked Lapwing	 C	 S
Pacific Gull	 U	 M
Kelp Gull	 R	 M
Silver Gull	 C	 S
Caspian Tern	 U	 S
Crested Tern	 C	 S
White-fronted Tern	 R	 M
Common Tern	 R	 M
Little Tern *1	 U	 M
Fairy Tern	 U	 M
Whiskered Tern	 U	 M
White-winged Black Tern	 R	 M
White-fronted Chat	 U	 S
Clamorous Reed-Warbler	 U	 M
Little Grassbird	 R	 M

OCEAN AND SEA BIRDS
	 (Tick, Date, no’s etc.)

Little Penguin	 R	  S
Common Diving-Petrel	 U 	 M
Giant-Petrel sp.	 R	 M
Cape Petrel	 U	 M
Great-winged Petrel	 R	 M
Fairy Prion	 C	 M
Wedge-tailed Shearwater	 C	 M
Buller’s Shearwater	 U	 M
Sooty Shearwater	 U	 M
Short-tailed Shearwater	 C	 M
Fluttering Shearwater	 U	 M
Wandering Albatross *2		  R	 M
Black-browed Albatross	 C	 M
Shy Albatross	 C	 M
Yellow-nosed Albatross	 C	 M
Wilson’s Storm-Petrel	 U	 M
Australasian Gannet	 C	 S
Great Skua	 R	 M
Pomarine Jaeger	 R	 M
Arctic Jaeger	 R	 M
Long-tailed Jaeger	 R	 M
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OPEN GRASSLANDS, GARDENS, BUSHLAND,
FORESTS, HEATH	 (Tick, Date, no’s etc.)

Emu	 R	 S
Stubble Quail	 R	 N
Brown Quail	 R	 N
King Quail	 R	 N
Black-shouldered Kite	 C	 S
Square-tailed Kite *2		  R	 M
Whistling Kite	 C	 S
Spotted Harrier	 U	 N
Brown Goshawk	 U	 S
Grey Goshawk	 U	 S
Collared Sparrowhawk	 C	 S
Wedge-tailed Eagle	 C	 S
Little Eagle	 U	 S
Brown Falcon	 C	 S
Australian Hobby	 U	 S
Peregrine Falcon	 U	 S
Nankeen Kestrel	 C	 S
Painted Button-quail	 R	 N
Bush Stone-curlew *1		  R	 N
Rock Dove	 U	 S
White-headed Pigeon	 U	 S
Spotted Turtle-Dove	 U	 S
Brown Cuckoo-Dove	 R	 N
Emerald Dove	 U	 N
Common Bronzewing	 C	 S
Brush Bronzewing	 U	 S
Crested Pigeon	 U	 S
Peaceful Dove	 U	 S
Wonga Pigeon	 C	 S
Topknot Pigeon	 U	 N
Glossy Black-Cockatoo *2		  U	 S
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo	 C	 S
Gang-gang Cockatoo	 C	 S
Galah	 C	 S
Little Corella	 U	 S
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo	 C	 S
Rainbow Lorikeet	 C	 S
Musk Lorikeet	 U	 N
Little Lorikeet	 U	 N
Purple-crowned Lorikeet *2		  R	 N
Australian King-Parrot	 C	 S
Crimson Rosella	 C	 S
Eastern Rosella	 C	 S
Swift Parrot *2		  R	 M
Red-rumped Parrot	 R	 N
Blue-winged Parrot	 R	 N
Turquoise Parrot *2		  R	 N
Ground Parrot *2			   U	 S
Pallid Cuckoo	 U	 M
Brush Cuckoo	 U	 M
Fan-tailed Cuckoo	 C	 M
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo	 C	 M
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo	 C	 M
Common Koel	 R	 M
Channel-billed Cuckoo	 U	 M
Powerful Owl *2		  U	 S
Barking Owl	 R	 N
Southern Boobook	 C	 S
Sooty Owl *2		  U	 S

OPEN GRASSLANDS, GARDENS, BUSHLAND,
FORESTS, HEATH	 (Tick, Date, no’s etc.)

Masked Owl *2		  U	 S
Barn Owl	 U	 S
Tawny Frogmouth	 C	 S
White-throated Nightjar	 U	 M
Australian Owlet-nightjar	 C	 S
White-throated Needletail	 U	 M
Fork-tailed Swift	 R	 M
Azure Kingfisher	 U	 S
Laughing Kookaburra	 C	 S
Sacred Kingfisher	 C	 M
Rainbow Bee-eater	 R	 M
Dollarbird	 C	 M
Superb Lyrebird	 C	 S
White-throated Treecreeper	 C	 S
Red-browed Treecreeper	 U	 S
Superb Fairy-wren	 C	 S
Variegated Fairy-wren	 R	 S
Southern Emu-wren	 R	 S
Spotted Pardalote	 C	 S
Striated Pardalote	 C	 S
Eastern Bristlebird *2		  R	 S
Pilotbird	 C	 S
Yellow-throated Scrubwren	 U	 S
White-browed Scrubwren	 C	 S
Large-billed Scrubwren	 U	 S
Chestnut-rumped Heathwren	 U	 S
Striated Fieldwren *2		  U	 S
Brown Gerygone	 C	 S
White-throated Gerygone	 C	 M
Brown Thornbill	 C	 S
Buff-rumped Thornbill	 U	 S
Yellow-rumped Thornbill	 C	 S
Yellow Thornbill	 U	 S
Striated Thornbill	 C	 S
Red Wattlebird	 C	 S
Little Wattlebird	 C	 S
Noisy Friarbird	 C	 S
Little Friarbird	 R	 M
Regent Honeyeater *1		  R	 N
Bell Miner	 C	 S
Noisy Miner	 U	 S
Lewin’s Honeyeater	 C	 S
Yellow-faced Honeyeater	 C	 S
White-eared Honeyeater	 C	 S
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater	 U	 S
Fuscous Honeyeater	 U	 N
White-plumed Honeyeater	 U	 N
Brown-headed Honeyeater	 U	 N
White-naped Honeyeater	 C	 S
Crescent Honeyeater	 C	 S
New Holland Honeyeater	 C	 S
White-cheeked Honeyeater	 U	 S
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater	 U	 N
Eastern Spinebill	 C	 N
Scarlet Honeyeater	 U	 N
Jacky Winter	 C	 S
Scarlet Robin	 C	 N
Flame Robin	 C	 N
Rose Robin	 U	 N

OPEN GRASSLANDS, GARDENS, BUSHLAND,
FORESTS, HEATH	 (Tick, Date, no’s etc.)

Pink Robin *2		  R	 N
Hooded Robin	 R	 N
Eastern Yellow Robin	 C	 S
Eastern Whipbird	 C	 S
Spotted Quail-thrush	 U	 S
Varied Sittella	 U	 N
Crested Shrike-tit	 U	 S
Olive Whistler *2		  R	 M
Golden Whistler	 C	 S
Rufous Whistler	 C	 M
Grey Shrike-thrush	 C	 S
Black-faced Monarch	 U	 M
Leaden Flycatcher	 U	 M
Satin Flycatcher	 U	 M
Restless Flycatcher	 C	 S
Magpie-lark	 C	 S
Rufous Fantail	 C	 M
Grey Fantail	 C	 S
Willie Wagtail	 C	 S
Spangled Drongo	 R	 M
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike	 C	 S
White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike	 U	 N
Cicadabird	 U	 M
White-winged Triller	 U	 M
Olive-backed Oriole	 U	 M
Figbird	 U	 M
Masked Woodswallow	 U	 M
White-browed Woodswallow	 U	 M
Dusky Woodswallow	 C	 M
Grey Butcherbird	 C	 S
Australian Magpie	 C	 S
Pied Currawong	 C	 N
Grey Currawong	 U	 N
Australian Raven	 C	 S
Little Raven	 U	 M
White-winged Chough	 U	 S
Satin Bowerbird	 C	 S
Singing Bushlark	 U	 N
Skylark	 U	 N
Richard’s Pipit	 C	 S
House Sparrow	 C	 S
Double-barred Finch	 U	 S
Red-browed Finch	 C	 S
Diamond Firetail	 U	 S
Beautiful Firetail	 R	 S
European Goldfinch	 U	 S
Mistletoebird	 U	 N
Welcome Swallow	 C	 S
Tree Martin	 U	 M
Fairy Martin	 U	 M
Rufous Songlark	 U	 N
Brown Songlark	 U	 N
Golden-headed Cisticola	 U	 M
Silvereye	 C	 M
Bassian Thrush	 U	 S
Common Blackbird	 U	 S
Common Starling	 C	 S
Common Myna	 U	 S

(Some species overlap habitats noted in this Guide)
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